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ABSTRACT 
The epidemiological profile of violence analyzes data and statistics to understand the 
distribution and factors that influence violence in a population, considering aspects such as 
age, gender, location, and socioeconomic status. The most affected groups include young 
people, especially men, and women, who often face domestic and sexual violence. 
Violence is more prevalent in densely populated urban areas and in contexts of poverty 
(self-inflicted, interpersonal, and collective). The typologies of violence include (physical, 
psychological/moral, sexual, obstetric, financial/economic, resulting from legal intervention, 
torture, human trafficking, negligence/abandonment and child labor). Understanding this 
profile is essential to develop effective public policies for prevention and support for victims. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Violence occurs all over the world and affects people of all ages, gender, race, 

religion, nationality, education, sexual orientation or social status. However, violence tends 

to occur among vulnerable groups due to poor living conditions. It exists in everyone's life, 

whether as a victim or as an aggressor. It is repeated in the structure and subjectivity of 

different spaces, such as home, school, community, work and institution. Therefore, it is a 

socially constructed phenomenon that must be deconstructed based on intersectoral and 

multidimensional actions (BRASIL, 2009). 

Thus, the situation of violence is understood as a multifaceted problem, with a high 

incidence of violent deaths throughout the federative regions of Brazil, affecting several 

groups, among them are the population of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, trans and 

transvestites, queers, intersex, asexuals and other existing genders and sexualities, people 

with disabilities, indigenous people, youth, women and blacks (Cerqueira et al., 2021; 

BRAZIL, 2016).  

Next,  it will be discussed about the different types of groups that violence fits 

according to the World Health Organization, as well as conceptualizing their typologies and 

their main characteristics. In addition, epidemiological data on violence will be presented 

and the criminological issue will be conceptualized for a greater understanding of this 

phenomenon that affects the whole world, especially Brazil, through compulsory notification 

being an important instrument for use in the spheres of health and justice, especially for 

Primary Health Care professionals who will face people in their different situations of 

violence.  

 

CONCEPT OF CRIME AND VIOLENCE  

The concept of crime can be studied from a formal, material, or analytical 

perspective (Rostirolla et al., 2021): 

• The formal norm treats any infraction of the criminal law as a crime, taking into 

account every human action prohibited by the criminal law.  

• The material aspect refers to any action or omission to the detriment of a legitimate 

interest protected by criminal law. The rule takes into account all damages caused to 

victims, holders of rights and constitutional guarantees protected by criminal law.  

• Analytical criteria, as the name suggests, analyze the main elements of a crime 

without distraction, studying it as a whole. Its constituent elements are typical facts, 

illegality, guilt and punishment. 
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According to the conception of the Penal Code regarding crime in Brazil (BRASIL, 

1941): 

 
(...) a criminal offence is considered to be a crime punishable by law with 
imprisonment or detention, alone or alternately or in a cumulative fine; In 
misdemeanours, the law punishes criminal offences with simple imprisonment or 
both, alternately or cumulatively. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines violence as:  

 
"The actual or threatened use of physical force or force against oneself, another 
person or a group or community that causes or may result in suffering, death, 
psychological harm, developmental disability or deprivation" (WHO, 1996).  

 

The WHO itself distinguishes between different forms of violence, including (COFEN, 

2017; Krug et al., 2002): physics; psychological/moral; sexual; torture; human trafficking; 

Economic; negligence; child labour; legal and obstetric intervention.  

According to data released by the Institute of Applied Economics (IPEA) in 2019, the 

epidemiological profile of homicides in Brazil exceeds 45,503 per 100 thousand inhabitants, 

with 30,825 homicides by firearms, 23,327 juvenile homicides and 3,737 female homicides; 

92.2% of deaths were caused by men and 7.8% by women. Regarding race, 67.2% were 

brown men and 58.9% were brown women. The age is between 20 years, and the level of 

education of men and women is 80.5% of single men and 71.4% of women. Regarding 

education, 46.6% of boys (4 to 7 years old) and 41.1% of girls completed elementary 

school. And the day the crime happened was on weekends, especially on Sundays (IPEA, 

2019). 

According to the Atlas of Violence in 2021, there was an increase in violent deaths 

from undetermined causes in Brazil per 100 thousand inhabitants in different federative 

regions against the population of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, trans and transvestites, queers, 

intersex, asexuals and other existing genders and sexualities, people with disabilities, 

indigenous people, youth, women and blacks (Cerqueira et al.,  2021; BRAZIL, 2016). 

In Brazil, external causes occupy the third place in the set of registered deaths. In 

2013, due to violence (attack and self-harm), resulting in a total of 67,337 deaths (44.4% of 

external factor deaths), a year-on-year increase of 2.9% from 2012. According to the 

composition of mortality from external causes, aggressions (homicides) were responsible 

for 37.4% of deaths in the same period, listed as the main cause of death from external 

causes. Suicide (self-mutilation) totaled 10,533 deaths in 2012, 6.9% of all deaths from 

external causes (BRASIL, 2016). 
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Until recently, descriptions of the characteristics of cases of violence and accidents in 

Brazil were limited to information provided by the Mortality Information System (SIM), the 

SUS Hospital Information System (SIH/SUS) and, occasionally, by the analysis of police 

reports (BO) and specific studies (BRASIL, 2016). 

The referral and counter-referral process should be configured as a network 

involving health, social assistance, education, guardianship councils, rights, protection and 

justice councils, as well as governmental and non-governmental organizations and the 

private sector. It is recommended that this notification be an important tool for the 

organization of administrative and assistance services and for the full protection of people 

in situations of violence (BRASIL, 2016). 

Brazilian law also determines that notified cases must be reported to the following 

institutions (BRASIL, 2016; 2006; 1990):  

 

 

 

Suspected or confirmed cases of violence are considered to be: domestic/domestic, 

sexual violence, self-inflicted violence, human trafficking, slave labor, child labor, torture, 

judicial intervention and homophobic violence against men and women of all ages (BRASIL, 

2016). 

In cases of extra-family or community violence, only incidents of violence involving 

children, adolescents, women, the elderly, people with disabilities, indigenous people, and 

LGBTQIA+ individuals will be reported (BRASIL, 2016). 

Therefore, notifications of violence are mandatory for (BRASIL, 2016; 2009; 2006; 

2003; 1990): 

• Violence against children: Men and women, aged 0 to 9 years, regardless of the 

type or nature of the violence. 

• Violence against youth: Includes boys and girls aged 10 to 19, regardless of the 

type or nature of the violence. In cases of violence against children and young 

people, the case must be reported to the Guardianship Council and/or the competent 

Notice to the 
competent bodies:

Police authorities;

Public prosecutor's office;

Guardianship council;

Municipal councils for the elderly;

State Council for the Elderly;

National Council of the Elderly.
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authority as determined by article 13 of the Statute of the Child and Adolescent 

(ECA). 

• Violence against women: According to Law 10.778/2003 - Women of all ages, 

regardless of the type or nature of violence. 

• Violence against the elderly: Men and women aged 60 years or older, regardless 

of the type or nature of the violence. The law also provides that notified cases must 

be reported to the following bodies: Police Authority, Ministry of Public Administration, 

Municipal Council for the Elderly, Council for the Elderly of the State Council and 

National Council for the Elderly. 

 

In addition, there are other groups that are also mandatory to report violence 

(BRASIL, 2011; 2013; 2010; 2002):  

• Violence against Indigenous Peoples: Regardless of gender and age, regardless 

of the type or nature of the violence. Indigenous populations are vulnerable due to 

changes in culture and relationships resulting from contact with neighboring societies 

and asymmetries in power relations between indigenous and non-indigenous 

peoples. 

• Violence against the LGBTQIA+ population: Includes gender and all age groups, 

as this social group is vulnerable to violence and is in line with the National 

Integrative Health Policy for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, Transvestites, Transgenders, 

among others. 

• Violence against people with disabilities: Regardless of gender and all ages, 

regardless of the type or nature of violence – it is due to the marked asymmetry of 

power relations between people with and without disabilities. 

 

Thus, crime and violence combine two of the most powerful systems that affect the 

daily lives of citizens around the world: health and justice. Violent crime and related trauma 

are of concern to doctors, nurses, lawyers, judges, sociologists, psychologists, social 

workers and policymakers, lawyers and activists, and criminal justice agencies. Reducing 

and preventing human violence requires a multidisciplinary and intersectoral approach 

(Hammer; Moynihan; Pagliar, 2013). 

 

DIFFERENT GROUPS OF VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE WHO 

The three groups that define the type of violence can be defined as self-inflicted 

(suicide attempts), interpersonal violence (family and community) and collective violence 
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(political groups, terrorist organizations, militias), as described below (BRASIL, 2016; Krug 

et al., 2002; WHO, 1996). 

 

SELF-INFLICTED/SELF-INFLICTED VIOLENCE 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO, 2019), suicide is a serious global 

public health problem. Every year, 703,000 people in the world die by suicide. Suicide is 

one of the leading causes of death in the world, killing more people than malaria, HIV/AIDS, 

breast cancer, or war and murder. More than one in every hundred deaths (1.3%) in 2019 

was due to suicide. Suicide is the fourth leading cause of death among young people aged 

15 to 29. Brazil is the seventh country in the Americas with a high incidence among men. 

The Ministry of Health (BRASIL, 2017) classifies this type of violence as self-

mutilation without suicidal intent (ASIS), while other literature classifies other types, such as 

suicidal ideation, self-harm (suicide attempt) and suicide (Bahia et al., 2017; Moreira; 

Bastos, 2015; Braga, Dell'Agilio, 2013) as shown below.  

• Self-injury without suicidal intent (ASIS): It is characterized by self-injurious 

behavior, including mild and severe self-injury, which can take the form of cuts, 

scrapes, bites, or even amputation, demonstrating self-injurious behavior. Dealing 

with mental pain, but without the desire to interrupt life. 

• Automutation: It is defined as a suicide attempt (TS), which can result in disabling 

injuries, in addition to basic family illnesses. 

• Suicide: It arises from a conscious desire to die and a clear and premeditated 

intention to provoke behaviors when life becomes unbearable. Suicidal ideation, 

suicide attempt, and suicide are three categories of suicidal behavior. 

 

The notification of interpersonal violence and self-injury is part of a health 

surveillance operation that has an epidemiological purpose and does not constitute an 

instrument of condemnation. Notifications of interpersonal and self-injurious violence 

(suicide attempts and self-injury) must be registered by filling out an interpersonal and self-

injurious personal notification form, which is forwarded by the professionals of the notifying 

unit to the local reference epidemiological surveillance service (Paraná, 2022). 

In addition, it is relevant that the professional has knowledge about the risk factors of 

this type of violence, as well as knowing the characteristics, the way to act and how to refer 

them to the appropriate services, which is seen soon after (BRASIL, 2001). 
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This shows that the rate of self-inflicted/self-inflicted violence has increased 

depending on the factors that lead people to self-harm. It is important to review how public 

policies use prevention strategies, such as access to mental health services, to obtain 

appropriate referrals by health professionals, especially those who work in PHC for proper 

referrals to specialized services (Brito et al., 2021). 

 

INTERPERSONAL/FAMILY VIOLENCE 

It is any act or omission that compromises the well-being, physical or mental integrity, 

as well as the freedom and right to full development of another member of the family. This 

violence can be perpetrated by family members, both inside and outside the family nucleus, 

including those who assume a parental role, even if they do not have blood ties, as long as 

there are power relations over other people (BRASIL, 2016; 2002). It manifests itself 

between intimate partners and family members, especially in the domestic environment. It is 

any action or omission that negatively affects the well-being, physical and mental integrity, 

or freedom and right to full development of another family member. 

According to the Ministry of Health (BRASIL, 2016; 2002), domestic violence is a 

social problem that constantly affects women, children, young people, the elderly, people 

with disabilities, indigenous people, and the LGBTQIA+ population. One of the difficulties 

faced by health professionals when dealing with situations of violence is the lack of 

language and concepts that connect medical knowledge with other fields, such as social 

and legal.  

Health professionals are strategically positioned to detect risks and identify potential 

victims of domestic violence, through compulsory notification through the differences in the 

types of violence, which is seen below (BRASIL, 2016; 2002). 
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Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/viva_instrutivo_violencia_interpessoal_autoprovocada_2ed.pdf 

 

The concept of interpersonal/family violence refers not only to the physical space in 

which violence occurs, but also to the relationships in which violence occurs and is 

perpetrated. Domestic violence differs from intrafamily violence in that it includes other 

members of the group who live in the domestic space, but do not perform parental 

functions. This includes employees, people who live with you occasionally, and family 

members (BRASIL, 2016; 2002). 

Such violence occurs in a situation in which bonds are formed between husband and 

wife, parents and children, children and parents, siblings, that is, aggressors and victims are 

people who know each other and maintain affective relationships, even if they are 

ambivalent. Domestic violence is constructed in a scenario of asymmetrical power relations 

between generations and genders (Moreira; Sousa, 2012).  

Violence in family relationships often reveals the continuation of cycles of violence, 

that is, adults repeat the violence they experienced in childhood, while children are 

socialized to use violence in the future as a strategy to deal with their conflicts and 

difficulties. In this sense, attentive listening to these families in the context of psychosocial 

treatment allows us to observe the repetition of patterns of interaction between generations 

(Moreira; Sousa, 2012). 
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Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/cd05_19.pdf 

 

The cycle of violence has three distinct phases that vary in intensity and time for the 

same couple and from couple to couple, and do not necessarily appear in all relationships 

(BRASIL, 2002). 

• Phase I: (increased tension): Small but frequent incidents of violence occurred. 

Women are more likely to deny their anger, blaming each incident on external 

circumstances. Try to believe that he has some control over the behavior of the 

abuser. 

• Phase II: (acute incident of violence): It is characterized by the uncontrollable 

discharge of the accumulated voltage of the first phase, which lacks predictability 

and controllability. The difference between the two phases is the seriousness of the 

couple with the events of the second phase. 

• Phase III: (appeasement/honeymoon): The abuser knows that he is behaving 

inappropriately and being overly aggressive and tries to make amends by asking for 

forgiveness and promising no more violence. He trusts that he will not attack again, 

that he will control himself and that he thinks the woman has learned her "lesson". 

 

COLLECTIVE VIOLENCE 

It is violence that occurs between known and unknown people in a social context. 

This form of violence manifests itself through aggressions against individuals, 

compromising their integrity, their life and/or their property, and is the target of prevention 

and repression actions by public security forces and the judicial system. 
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This type of violence is understood as violence that occurs in the macrosocial, 

political, and economic spheres and is characterized by the domination of groups and the 

State. This category, from a social point of view, includes crime by organized groups, 

terrorism and mass crime. In the political field, there are wars, processes of annihilation of 

certain nations and countries by other nations and countries. The classification of collective 

violence also includes economic attacks between groups and states, often with the intention 

and interest of domination (BRASIL, 2005). 

The World Health Organization (Krug, et al., 2002; WHO, 1996) brings the ecological 

conceptual model of violence, being divided into four factors. The first is a biological and 

personal factor, the second relational, the third community and the fourth related to social 

aspects, seen below (BRASIL, 2005). 

1. Physiological and Personal Factors: Each individual has a certain behavior that 

focuses on characteristics that increase the likelihood that an individual will become 

a victim or perpetrator of violence. 

2. Relational factors: Social interactions, in the context of close peers, colleagues, 

intimate partners, family members, and their influence on victimization or offense to 

violence stand out. For young people, it reiterates the importance of friends as 

facilitators of illegal and criminal activities. 

3. Community factors: In these community settings, workplaces are named, schools, 

and communities and as a problem, high unemployment, drug trafficking, weapons, 

and related factors such as isolation from certain families living in society. 

4. Social factors: Cultural norms that justify violence as a means of conflict resolution; 

attitudes that consider an alternative (suicide) as a right of individual choice; 

machismo and adult culture; patterns that reinforce police misconduct and norms 

that support political conflict. 

 

Thus, understanding violence as a social phenomenon in its various manifestations 

requires an in-depth analysis of the specificities of the society that produced them, with 

regard to social formations. Brazil has been registering alarming indicators of injuries and 

homicides due to accidents as a result of violence, whose impact has had repercussions on 

urgent/urgent services, becoming a public health issue (Escorsim, 2014).  

In this context, the increase in violence makes it necessary to mobilize public policies 

to articulate networks and services for prevention, care, protection and rehabilitation of its 

victims, which currently constitute a vast network of challenges to overcome (Escorsim, 

2014). 
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DISTINGUISHING THE DIFFERENCES IN THE TYPOLOGIES OF VIOLENCE  

Physical violence 

It is the deliberate and unintentional use of force to injure, inflict pain, and suffering, 

with or without visible marks on the body. It can manifest as slapping, pinching, kicking, 

twisting, pushing, throwing objects, strangulation, burning, piercing, dismemberment, etc. It 

can occur with a gunshot wound or a stab wound (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 

2008; 2006). 

This type of violence can occur in different groups, whether children and 

adolescents, or adults and the elderly. It is essential to pay attention to the indicators, 

behavioral changes and characteristics of those who are long-standing, such as those who 

end up being victims. This means that health facilities at all levels need to be aware of the 

situation and implement prevention and care plans, especially for families living in 

environments of social and personal risk (BRASIL, 2008; 2002). 

The nurse is an integral part of the multidisciplinary team that works with these 

victims of violence, the professional who spends the most time with the clients and, most of 

the time, is the first person to assist these individuals. Professionals should suspect abuse 

when they cannot explain injuries, bruises, frequent falls and other signs of physical 

violence (ABEFORENSE, 2017). 

The indicators of physical violence, against children and adolescents, women and 

the elderly will be presented below (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2008; BRAISL, 2002). 

 

 
Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/manual_atendimento_vitimas_violencia_saude_publica_DF.pdf 
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Source: http://www.abeforense.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Cartilha-de-Orienta%C3%A7%C3%B5es-da-
Enfermagem-Forense-ABEFORENSE.pdf 

 

 
Source: http://www.abeforense.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Cartilha-de-Orienta%C3%A7%C3%B5es-
da-Enfermagem-Forense-ABEFORENSE.pdf 

 

In cases of physical violence, it is important to pay attention to what is being 

observed if there are discrepancies between the report of the event and the injuries that are 

observed. In addition, attention should be paid to physiological changes such as chronic 

pain, neurological, gastrointestinal, cardiovascular, urinary tract and respiratory changes 

(ABEFORESEN, 2017) 
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Physical Injuries 

• oasis fraturas;  

• signs on the skin, such as abrasions, ecchymosis (black, red, bluish, yellowish); 

• burns (first, second or third degree); 

• head trauma and;  

• intra-abdominal organ injuries. 

 

Psychological/Moral Violence 

There are several manifestations of rejection, devaluation, discrimination, disrespect, 

excessive demands and humiliating punishments. These actions compromise or harm the 

self-esteem, identity, and integral development of the individual. In terms of psychological 

violence against children and adolescents, it refers to the depreciation, threat and rejection 

of children by adults, with the development of destructive or self-destructive behaviors in 

children as a result of the devaluation suffered by children, exhibiting its main 

characteristics (BRASIL, 2008). 

 

 
Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/manual_atendimento_vitimas_violencia_saude_publica_DF.pdf 

 

With regard to psychological violence against women, the Maria da Penha Law - Law 

No. 11,340, of August 7, 2006, emphasizes that psychological violence is understood as 

any conduct that causes emotional damage and decreased self-esteem or that harms and 

threatens them; Embarrassment; disturbs their full development or that aims to degrade or 

control their actions, behaviors, beliefs and decisions, through (BRASIL, 2006): 

• Humiliation;  

• Handling;  
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• Isolation;  

• Constant vigilance;  

• Persecution;  

• Insult;  

• Blackmail;  

• Ridicule;  

• Exploitation and limitation of the right to come and go. 

 

In relation to psychological violence against the elderly, the Law of the Elderly (Law 

10.741, of 2003) defines in its article 19, paragraph 1, that violence against the elderly is: 

 
"any action or omission, in a public or private place, that causes death, physical or 
psychological injury or suffering". 

 

 The experience of coping with psychological violence against the elderly, by itself, 

shows that the violence that exists in the relationships with family members is attributable to 

(Wanderbroocke et al., 2020): 

• Lack of understanding/patience in the face of their limitations; 

• Curtailment of autonomy; 

• Failure to recognize their potential; 

• Capacity for new learning;  

• Repetition of abusive family patterns.  

 

Thus, psychological violence perpetrated by family members against elderly people 

exposes the subtleties of the problem, both because it is a form of violence capable of 

causing harm even when it is recognized that the aggressor's family member has a thin line 

between what is considered care and what is considered aggression (Wanderbroocke et al.,  

2020). 

In moral harassment, violence occurs in a work environment based on power 

relations between employers and employees or vice versa. Thus, moral violence refers to 

all acts designed to defame, slander, or damage an individual's honor or reputation.  

According to the Brazilian Penal Code, moral violence is dealt with in Article 146 

(BRASIL, 2017): 

 
"Repeatedly offending the dignity of someone causing physical or mental damage or 
suffering, in the exercise of employment, position or function." 
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The Maria da Penha Law punishes crimes of moral violence against women 

committed in the domestic or family environment. The Brazilian Penal Code (Law No. 

11,340/2006), which is regulated in articles 138, 139 and 140 on the following crimes: 

 

 

 

Bullying is another example of physical/psychological violence, which manifests itself 

in the school environment or not, such as cyberbullying that will be mentioned below 

(ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 2006; 2008; 2002). 

Law No. 13,185, of November 6, 2015, considers bullying as (BRASIL, 2015): 

 
"Any act of physical or psychological violence, intentional and repetitive that occurs 
without evident motivation, practiced by an individual or group, against one or more 
people, with the aim of intimidating or assaulting them, causing pain and anguish to 
the victim, in a relationship of power imbalance between the parties involved." 

 

According to Article 2 of the aforementioned law on the Program to Combat 

Systematic Intimidation (Bullying), the characteristics of this type of violence will be 

described below (BRASIL, 2015): 

• Physical attacks; 

• Personal insults; 

• Systematic comments and pejorative nicknames; 

• Threats by any means; 

• Derogatory graffiti; 

• Prejudiced expressions; 

• Conscious and premeditated social isolation; 

• Jokes. 

 

•Art. 138 – To slander someone, falsely accusing them of an act 
defined as a crime.

Slander:

•Art.139 – Defame someone by imputing an offensive fact to them.

Defamation:

•Art.140 – To insult someone, offending their dignity or decorum.

Injury:
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In addition, bullying can be classified through actions of various types of violence 

such as physical, verbal, moral, sexual, social, psychological and material, seen in the 

diagram below (BRASIL, 2015): 

• Verbal: insulting, cursing and pejoratively nicknamed; 

• Moral: defaming, slandering, spreading rumors; 

• Sexual: harassing, inducing and/or abusing; 

• Social: ignoring, isolating and excluding; 

• Psychological: to stalk, frighten, terrorize, intimidate, dominate, manipulate, blackmail 

and make hell; 

• Physical: punching, kicking, hitting; 

• Material: stealing, robbing, destroying other people's belongings; 

 

There is another type of bullying called cyberbullying, carried out through digital 

technologies, using the internet to degrade, incite violence, tamper with photos and 

personal data as a way to generate psychosocial embarrassment (ALMEIDA, 2019; 

BRAZIL, 2015). 

Cyberbullying is an act of moral harassment committed through electronic 

communication. It would be an aggressive and deliberate act, by a group or individual, 

repeated over time against a victim who cannot easily defend himself (ALMEIDA, 2019). 

The classification of this type of violence is all forms of (BRASIL, 2015): 

 
"disparaging, sending intrusive messages of intimacy, sending or tampering with 
photos and personal data that result in suffering or with the intention of creating 
means of psychological and social embarrassment." 

 

Sexual violence 

It is any act by which a person takes advantage of a position of power and uses 

force, coercion, intimidation, or psychological influence, whether through weapons or drugs, 

to compel another person regardless of gender and age to have, witness, or participate in 

any form of sexual violence. Interact with or exploit sexual activity in any way for gain, 

revenge or other purposes (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 2008; 2006). 

This type of violence includes rape, abuse, sexual harassment, forced marital sex, 

non-consensual sexual play, forced pornography, child pornography, pedophilia, voyeurism, 

manipulation, oral, anal or genital penetration, with a penis or object in a forced way 

(ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 2008; 2006). 

In addition, it includes coercive/embarrassing exposure to sexual acts, exhibitionism, 

masturbation, sexually explicit language, sexual interactions of any kind, and pornographic 
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material. They also describe the prevention of the use of any contraceptive method or 

forced marriage, pregnancy, abortion, prostitution, through coercion, blackmail, bribery or 

complicity; or restriction or removal of the autonomy of any person and the exercise of their 

sexual and reproductive rights (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 2008; 2006). 

The following are presented about sexual harassment, rape, child pornography and 

sexual exploitation (BRASIL, 2016): 

• Sexual harassment: It is the insistence, questioning, proposals, demands or any 

other form of coercive methods of a sexual nature, improper, regardless of gender or 

sexual orientation. It is the act of embarrassing someone, through gestures, 

language or the use of violence, taking advantage of relationships of trust, lineage, 

hierarchy, authority or employment or service relationships with the aim of obtaining 

sexual advantage. 

• Rape:  Forcing a person, by force or serious threat, to have sexual relations or to 

perform or permit other sexual acts with him. This concept includes carnal 

intercourse (insertion of a penis or other object into the anus, vagina or mouth), 

regardless of the sexual orientation or gender of the person/victim. 

• Child pornography:  Refers to the exhibition, production, sale, supply, 

dissemination and/or publication of photographs or images of explicit or sexually 

explicit sex involving a child or adolescent through any means of communication 

(image exposure). 

• Child sexual exploitation: Commercial and commercial exploitation of people, 

regardless of age, sex or gender identity, whether characterized by the practice of 

sexual acts (prostitution); nudity and live relations (striptease, pornographic 

performances) or through (magazines, films, photographs, videos or websites). 

• Adult sexual exploitation: In the case of adults, sexual exploitation is considered if 

the victim's consent is not obtained in these circumstances, or is obtained through 

force, deception, intimidation or any other form of coercion. Therefore, anyone who 

obtains sexual services directly or through an intermediary (direct agency, 

inducement, facilitation) is considered a sexual exploiter through payment or reward 

of any kind. 

 

In view of sexual violence against children and adolescents, attention should be paid 

to the indicators, the victim's behavior and family characteristics, as shown in the table 

below (BRAISL, 2008): 
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Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/manual_atendimento_vitimas_violencia_saude_publica_DF.pdf 

 

According to the Pan American Health Organization and the World Health 

Organization (PAHO/WHO, 2023), children who grow up in violent homes can develop a 

series of behavioral and emotional disorders. These disorders may also be related to 

violence or exposure to violent behaviors later in life. Partner violence is also associated 

with higher mortality and morbidity (such as diarrheal diseases and malnutrition) among 

children under five. 

With regard to the characteristics of sexual violence against women, the focus is on 

the information recorded in the mandatory notification form to feed the data collected on 

violence by health professionals, which shows that this type of violence occurs at all ages 

and has serious consequences, including death (Delziovo et al.,  2017). 

Most victims of sexual violence are women, who are adolescents, young people and 

adults. Adolescents experience violence committed by a single aggressor at home, at night, 

with vaginal penetration, recurrence of major aggressions, and consequently pregnancy. 

For adolescents aged 10 to 14 and 15 to 19 years, the proportion of offenders was 

unknown (32.9% and 33.1%, respectively). Adults were assaulted by a single aggressor 

during the night and early morning at home, on a public road, with vaginal penetration in 

more than half of the reported violence, plus bodily injuries and suicide attempts (Delziovo 

et al., 2017). 

The risk factors associated with the increased risk of perpetrating violence are 

(PAHO/WHO, 2023): 

• Low education;  

• Child maltreatment or exposure to violence in the family;  

• Harmful use of alcohol;  
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• Violent attitudes;  

• Gender inequality. 

 

The factors associated with an increased risk of becoming a victim of sexual violence 

are as follows (PAHO/WHO, 2023): 

• Low level of education; 

• Exposure to violence between parents; 

• Child abuse; 

• An attitude that allows violence; 

• Gender inequality. 

 

In addition, factors associated with sexual and partner violence occur at the 

individual, family, community, and social levels. Some of them are related to "being a 

perpetrator of violence", others to the suffering caused by violence or both   

Risk factors for partner violence and sexual violence include (PAHO/WHO, 2023): 

• Low education (perpetrators and victims of sexual violence); 

• Exposure to child abuse (perpetrator and victim); 

• Experiences of domestic violence (perpetrator and victim); 

• Antisocial Personality Disorder (Author); 

• Harmful use of alcohol (perpetrators and victims); 

• Have multiple partners; 

• Acceptance of attitudes of violence (perpetrator and victim). 

 

In relation to sexual violence against the elderly, this is a veiled phenomenon, which 

deteriorates their integrity, generating inconveniences for life, causing poor health and 

distancing from family and social life, subjecting the victim to silence in exchange for the 

permanence of coexistence and individual guarantees (Gomes et al., 2020). 

In Brazil, sexual violence against the elderly occurs predominantly in the white 

female population, with up to 4 years of schooling, especially at home, with unknown 

people as the most present aggressors (Vieira; Toledo, 2022).  

The characterization of the profile of elderly people who suffered violence based on 

the records made by the compulsory notification form emphasizes that the main types of 

violence they suffer are physical and sexual violence. The victims of physical violence were 

male (use of body force and beatings) and sexual violence were female, in which these 
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types of violence occurred in the homes of these elderly people and were perpetrated by 

family members (Hohendorff et al., 2018; Rodrigues; Armond; Gorios, 2015). 

The Statute of the Elderly states in Article 4 that no elderly person should be the 

object of any type of (BRASIL, 2003): 

 
“(...) negligence, discrimination, violence, cruelty or oppression, and any attack on 
their rights, by action or omission, will be punished in accordance with the law." 

 

Females have the highest risk of being victims of violence (Hohendorff et al., 2018):  

 

 

 

Males, on the other hand, are more likely to be victims of violence (Hohendorff et al., 

2018): 

 

 

 

Obstetric violence 

It is characterized as gender violence because it occurs to women at all stages of 

pregnancy and puerperium, including abortion, and can be divided into moral, physical, 

psychological, and patrimonial violence (Marques, 2020). 

According to the booklet on obstetric violence of the Anna Nery School of Nursing of 

the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (EE-UFRJ, 2021), which states that such violence 

affects pregnant women, postpartum women and postpartum women, the actions carried 

out can be characterized by two different environments, relationships (inside and outside 

the family) and institutions, as described below (Batista; Gates; Giotto, 2019). 

  

Violência física;
Violência 

psicológica; 
Negligência; Tortura;

Violência 
sexual.

Agressões 
autoprovocadas;

Outras formas de 
agressões
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Interpersonal obstetric violence: 

• Intrafamilial: perpetrated by close partners, family members and family members 

with different biopsychosocial damages. 

• Extra-familial:  perpetrated by people, known and unknown, whose actions aim to 

compromise their integrity and that of the baby. 

• Institutional: appropriation of women's bodies, being perpetrated by health 

professionals, where there is substance abuse, exclusion of rights, inhumane 

treatment of their bodies and sexuality; 

 

Disrespect and abuse during childbirth in health facilities include (EE-UFRJ, 2021; 

Bowser; Hill, 2010): 

• Lack of confidentiality, failure to obtain informed consent before performing 

procedures; 

• Refuse to take painkillers; 

• Neglected care during childbirth that leads to preventable complications; 

• Prevent a woman from being accompanied by a person of her choice; 

• Using jokes, mean and rude comments to belittle, demean and offend women in any 

way; 

• Performing unnecessary medical procedures without instructions, such as: 

Kristeller's maneuver, episiotomy, husband's stitch, intestinal lavage. 

 

According to the Pan American Health Organization and the World Health 

Organization (PAHO/WHO, 2023), violence committed by the partner during pregnancy 

increases the likelihood of: 

 

 
 

These forms of violence can lead to (PAHO/WHO, 2023):  

• Depression;  

• Post-traumatic stress;  

• Other anxiety disorders; 

• Sleep difficulties; 
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• Eating disorders; 

• Suicide attempts.  

 

In Brazil, there are laws that favor women's reproductive rights and sexuality during 

the pregnancy-puerperal cycle (BRASIL, 2007; 2005). 

• Law No. 11,108, of April 7, 2005 - permission of a companion during labor and 

immediate postpartum; 

• Law No. 11,634, of December 27, 2007 - the right of the pregnant woman to know 

and be linked to the maternity hospital where she will receive care. 

 

Thus, obstetric violence occurs in diverse and complex forms through institutional, 

physical, sexual and psychological violence, which consists of the appropriation of the 

woman's body and reproductive processes by health professionals, is externalized through 

violent treatment, medical abuse and the pathologization of the natural process that leads 

to the loss of autonomy of women in childbirth and the ability to freely self-determine 

(Oliveira; Albuquerque, 2018). 

 

Financial/economic violence  

It means acts that imply damage, loss, reduction, destruction or retention of 

belongings, personal documents, work tools, objects and valuables of the recipient/victim. It 

includes the improper or illegal exploitation, or unauthorized use of their financial and 

patrimonial resources (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2008; 2006). 

This type of violence occurs mainly in the family environment, especially among the 

elderly, women and the disabled, and is also called patrimonial violence (ABEFORENSE, 

2017; BRAZIL, 2008; 2006).  

With regard to women who are related to financial/economic and patrimonial 

violence, the Maria da Penha Law (Law No. 11,340, of August 7, 2006) defines this type of 

violence seen in Article 7 in item IV of the types of domestic and family violence against 

women (BRASIL, 2006): 

 
“(...) understood as any conduct that constitutes retention, subtraction, partial or total 
destruction of their objects, work instruments, personal documents, goods, values 
and rights or economic resources, including those intended to satisfy their needs." 

 

The victims and perpetrators of this type of violence are mostly married women, 

whose average age is 36 years old, white and brown skin color, incomplete elementary 

school and domestic work. The aggression comes mainly from the husband and son and is 
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motivated by jealousy, alcoholism and vulnerability. Domestic violence, both individual and 

combined, occurs mainly in the lives of women, especially the elderly, associated with the 

loss of material and emotional goods (Pereira et al., 2013). 

In addition, the Maria da Penha Law (BRASIL, 2006) corresponds to other crimes 

against property provided for in the Brazilian penal code and must be treated accordingly 

(Delgado, 2015). If the woman is the target of violence during a separation, divorce, 

distribution of goods or food or by theft, destruction, kidnapping or imprisonment of the 

spouse, former spouse, the crime provided for in Article 183 (BRASIL, 1940) is provided for 

by law:  

 

 
 

In relation to the elderly, the Law of the Elderly (Law 10.71/2003) establishes that 

crimes against economic, financial and patrimonial violence are related according to Art. 

102 (BRASIL, 2003): 

 
“[...] Appropriating or diverting assets, earnings, pension or any other income of the 
elderly, giving them an application different from that of their purpose." 

 

For the elderly who suffer economic/financial and patrimonial violence, it is 

highlighted that this type of violence occurs more in single elderly men, compared to other 

forms of violence. This typology occurs in public places and in the homes themselves, and 

the main aggressors are women who are not part of the family cycle (Santos et al., 2019). 

 

Violence resulting from legal intervention 

It refers to the intervention of public officials, whether they are representatives of the 

state, the police or other law enforcement officials in the exercise of their duties. This type 

of violence can occur with the use of firearms, explosives, gas, blunt objects, pushes, 

punches, and can result in injuries, aggression, embarrassment and death (BRASIL, 2016). 

According to the International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11) published by the 

World Health Organization (WHO) on external causes of morbidity and mortality. The ICD-

11 defines injuries as those resulting from acute exposure to physical agents, such as 

I - if the crime is robbery or 
extortion, or, in general, 
when there is the use of 

serious threats or violence 
against a person.

II - to the stranger who 
participates in the crime.

III – if the crime is 
committed against a person 

aged 60 (sixty) years or 
over.
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mechanical energy, heat, electricity, chemicals, and ionizing radiation that interact with the 

body in quantities or speeds exceeding the limit of human tolerance (WHO, 2023). 

In some cases (such as drowning and frostbite), injuries are caused by a sudden 

lack of vital substances, such as oxygen or heat. In addition, the ICD-11 classifies injuries 

according to intentional causes and by who caused them (WHO, 2023): 

As for legal intervention, the ICD-10 states that it includes firearms, explosives, gas, 

sharp and piercing objects, legal coercion and other specified and unspecified means 

(WHO, 2000). 

The commonly used categories on external causes will be described below (WHO, 

2023): 

• Unintentional (i.e., accidental); 

• Intentional (i.e., deliberate); 

• Interpersonal (e.g., assault and homicide); 

• Self-harm (e.g., drug and alcohol abuse, self-harm, suicide); 

• Legal intervention (e.g., action by police or other law enforcement personnel); 

• War, civil insurrection and riots (e.g. demonstrations and riots); 

• Undetermined intent. 

 

Brazil has legislation (Law No. 13,869 of 2019) that provides for crimes of abuse of 

power committed by public persons, public servants or not, who, in the exercise of their 

functions or under the pretext of exercising them, abuse the power assigned to them 

according to Articles 1 and 2 (BRASIL, 2019), described below: 

 

 
 

The Penal Code itself raises issues related to urban violence in different situations of 

legal intervention, such as situations of vandalism according to Art.163 (BRASIL, 1940): 

 



 

 
Science and Connections: The Interdependence of Disciplines 

Typology of violence and its characteristics in Brazil: Ethical-legal aspects  

(...) Vandalism is a crime and the perpetrator of the offense is subject to arrest and a 
fine, for damage to public property (Union, State, Municipality, companies and 
services). The penalty ranges from six months to three years of detention, in 
addition to the aggravating factors.  

 

The Atlas of Violence introduces the category "Violent Deaths of Undetermined 

Cause", which is used for violent deaths from external causes in which it was not possible 

to determine the underlying cause or reason for death. whether resulting from self-inflicted 

injury (suicide), accident (including in traffic) or attack by third parties or legal intervention 

(murders) (Cerqueira et al.,  2021).  

Police violence against individuals and groups is a constant in contemporary society. 

But its form varies according to the degree of tolerance, whether state or popular, so police 

activity is more monitored in some places than in others. Thus, if in some cities the 

addiction of a person belonging to a discriminated ethnicity or social group is enough to 

generate a public debate, in others these categories or more serious facts do not arouse 

interest in the media or the population (Machado; Noronha, 2002). 

Thus, violence is a way to solve the problems of crime, the population does not seem 

to deny this method. For residents of urban areas where crime is common and effective 

policing is absent, violent actions by the police or death squads are planned to combat 

insecurity and disseminate this type of violence by the same wave is perpetuated 

(Machado; Noronha, 2002). 

 

Torture 

It is the act of restraining a person by force or serious threat in order to obtain 

information, statement or confession from the victim or third parties, causing him or her 

physical or psychological suffering, resulting in a criminal act or omission, due to racial or 

religious discrimination, among others (BRASIL, 2016). 

According to Law 9.455/97, it defines the crime of torture (BRASIL, 1997): 

I. Embarrassing someone with the use of violence or serious threat, causing them 

physical or mental suffering: 

a. for the purpose of obtaining information, statement or confession from the victim or 

a third person; 

b. to provoke action or omission of a criminal nature; 

c. due to racial or religious discrimination; 

II. Subjecting someone, under their custody, power or authority, with the use of violence 

or serious threat, to intense physical or mental suffering, as a way of applying 

personal punishment or a preventive measure. 
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The problem of torture in Brazil is multifaceted, with institutional violence leading to 

the accountability of agents involved in this perpetration, poor social perceptions of public 

security, and significant underreporting of these acts. These factors disproportionately affect 

some social classes, especially young, black, poor people who live in peripheral areas 

(BRASIL, 2020). 

According to the Final Report of the Permanent National Campaign to Combat 

Torture and Impunity, there are four types of Torture, which are described below (BRASIL, 

2000): 

• Torture-Evidence: as a purpose to obtain a confession from the victim; 

• Incarceral torture: cases of contempt of the victim before the police authority, 

causing barbaric aggressions;  

• Collective torture: practiced by a group of at least 10 people (rebellions and escape 

attempts); 

• Discriminatory torture: in cases of social exclusion, linked to the practice of torture 

in various situations of violence.  

 

Despite the typification in the legal system, many judges still reduce torture to 

physical harm, abuse of power, illegal humiliation, etc. This disrespect for the law allowed 

the practice of torture to continue, especially by police officers who see impunity as 

authorizing the regular practice. The crime of torture is a cultural heritage of Brazilian 

society, and effective respect for the dignity of the human person depends primarily on law 

enforcement agents (Dias, 2013). 

 

Trafficking in persons 

It includes recruitment, transportation, transfer, placement of persons, use of threats, 

abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of authority, use of force or other forms of coercion, or 

prostitution in a situation of vulnerability, or unpaid work, including domestic work, slave 

labor or servitude, servile marriage, or for the removal and sale of their organs, with or 

without the use of physical force. It can take place within the same country, or between 

different continents (UNODC, 2023; BRAZIL, 2016). 
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Source: https://www.unodc.org/documents/lpo-brazil/Topics_TIP/Publicacoes/TiP_PT.pdf 

 

Brazil is among the countries with the highest rates of human trafficking, with 92.36% 

of the processes in which all Brazilian victims were taken abroad or at least tried to be sent, 

mainly to the European continent for the purpose of prostitution. Spain is the country with 

the highest number of Brazilian victims, being the target of 82 cases (56.9%).  The victims 

of international trafficking in persons for the purpose of sexual exploitation are women 

(96.36%) over 18 years of age (BRASIL, 2022; UNODC, 2018). 

The majority of victims detected worldwide are trafficked for sexual exploitation, 

although this pattern is not uniform across regions. Trafficking of women – both women and 

girls – for these purposes is common in the regions where victims are most often found in 

the Americas, Europe, Asia and the Pacific, as shown in the following figure (UNODC, 

2018). 

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Brazil, there 

are three elements that make up trafficking in persons, which are described below 

(UNODC, 2023): 

• The act (what is done): recruitment, transportation, transfer, housing or reception of 

people 
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• The means (how it is done): threat or use of force, coercion, kidnapping, fraud, 

deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or payment or benefit in exchange for 

control of the victim's life. 

• Purpose (why it is done): For the purpose of exploitation, including prostitution, 

sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery, organ removal, and similar practices. To 

ascertain whether a particular situation constitutes human trafficking, consider the 

definition of trafficking in the Protocol on Trafficking in Persons and the elements of 

the crime as defined by relevant national laws. 

 

There are laws that aim to punish this type of crimes related to trafficking in persons 

and smuggling of migrants, as seen in the figure below on the legal evolution regarding 

human trafficking (BRASIL, 2022; 2016; 2004a; 2004b). 

 

 
Source: https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/tr%C3%A1fico-pessoas-web.pdf 

 

In addition, UNODC states that in trafficking consent occurs first, exploitation second, 

and transnational character third, as mentioned below (UNODC, 2023): 

• Consent: it is irrelevant for the action to be characterized as trafficking or 

exploitation of human beings.  

• Exploitation: exploitation of the victim by traffickers, to obtain some benefit or profit. 

• Transnational character: occur both internationally and within the country itself. 
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After the description seen above, there is the typification of human trafficking, being 

for the purposes of labor and sexual exploitation, begging and organ harvesting according 

to the Brazilian penal code and the prevention and repression of internal and international 

trafficking in persons (BRASIL, 2016; 2009; 1997; 1940): 

 

 

 

According to Veras, Souza and Souza (2021), the profile of the victims is more often 

associated with young, single, unemployed women living in distant cities or in the 

countryside. Recognizing the profile of victims of human trafficking is very complex because 

almost no one highlights the characteristics of the victims due to the existing underreporting 

rates.  

In this context, it is important to emphasize that the issue is quite complex due to the 

fact that the victims may present psychological problems due to the act perpetrated, making 

it still a very difficult investigation for the identification of the criminals through the public 

prosecutor's office and federal public security (Veras; Souza; Souza, 2021). 

 

Neglect/abandonment 

It means any omission in which the physical, emotional and social development 

needs of the recipient/victim and basic care are not met, for example, deprivation of 

medications, lack of necessary medical care, among others (ABEFORENSE, 2017; 

BRAZIL, 2016; 2008).  

Abandonment is an extreme form of neglect and the most common type of violence 

against children and the elderly (ABEFORENSE, 2017; BRAZIL, 2016; 2008). 

With regard to the neglect/abandonment of children and adolescents, it can be 

considered in several situations, for example (BRASIL, 2008): 

• Leave vaccines in arrears;  

• Do not take it to the doctor; 

•Art, 149. 171. Forced labor or services, slavery.Labor exploitation:

•Art. 149. 228. Inducing or attracting someone 
to prostitution or another form of sexual 
exploitation or illegal addiction.

Sexual exploitation:

•Art. 15, 149 and 171. Practices similar to 
slavery, servitude or the removal and purchase 
of organs.

Organ extraction:
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• The child is not enrolled or does not go to school; 

• Unkempt and dirty appearance; 

• Young children alone at home; 

• Foreseeable domestic accidents (falls from bed, crib, etc.) 

 

Among the most common types of violence and triggers of aggression, negligence is 

the result of the lack of preparation of mothers and fathers and the lack of basic care in 

childhood. Abuse by them or by their guardians is extremely common (BRASIL, 2008). 

The Statute of the Child and Adolescent (ECA) (Federal Law No. 8,069/1990), 

safeguards the citizenship of the child by the principle of full protection. The law makes it 

mandatory to report suspected or confirmed cases of abuse of children or adolescents 

(BRASIL, 1990). 

Therefore, it is important to know about the indicators of this type of violence, as well 

as the behavioral and family characteristics of child neglect, as seen below (BRASIL, 2008): 

 

 

 
Source: https://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/manual_atendimento_vitimas_violencia_saude_publica_DF.pdf 

 

Therefore, negligence can manifest itself by a variety of factors that are not 

necessarily related to poverty and the voluntary abandonment of those responsible, but to 

their psychological, material and emotional impotence. In many cases, this culture of 

violence is passed on from generation to generation, as the victims have emotional 

consequences that will be reflected in the way they raise their children (Rodrigues; Mendes, 

2018). 
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Regarding neglect/abandonment against the elderly, it can be considered in several 

situations, such as (BRASIL, 2008): 

• Denying adequate care and supervision (especially in cases of people with physical 

or mental disabilities); 

• Let the elderly go hungry;  

• Not giving the medications you need; 

• Do not take the scheduled appointments; 

• Do not provide other physical care; 

• Behaviours of an older person that threaten their own health or safety. 

 

Violence due to negligence/abandonment is more common in the elderly aged 80 

years or older than in the younger ones (60 to 69 years), 45% in the black elderly than 

brown, 42.% more common in those with a partner and the prevalence (3.24 times higher) 

among the elderly with some type of disability/incapacity (Pampolim; Leite, 2020). 

The elderly who apparently suffer the most violence are mainly women, 

single/widowed, aged 75 years or older, with low education, with any neurological, 

rheumatic or psychiatric disease (BRASIL, 2008).  

Violence against the elderly is complex due to several aspects that interfere in its 

emergence, such as cultural, social, historical, family and demographic aspects, where 

population aging brings the abuse of the elderly, due to its naturally biopsychosocial 

character, a situation of investigation and urgent solutions (Sousa et al., 2010). 

Therefore, it is essential to be aware of the signs of violence, especially its indicators, 

the victim's behavior and that of those who perpetuate such crime, as seen below 

(ABEFORENSE, 2017): 
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Source: http://www.abeforense.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Cartilha-de-Orienta%C3%A7%C3%B5es-
da-Enfermagem-Forense-ABEFORENSE.pdf 

 

Child labor 

It is the set of behaviors and activities performed by children that prevent them from 

fully enjoying childhood and adolescence. It refers to any type of activity, paid or unpaid, of 

a mandatory, regular, routine nature, which puts their physical, mental, social and moral 
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well-being at risk, restricting their growth conditions for a healthy life and safe development 

(BRASIL, 2016; 2008). 

The exploitation of child labor is not restricted to Brazil. The International Labour 

Organization estimates that there are approximately 250 million child labourers worldwide. 

At least 120 million children aged 5 to 14 work full-time. The rest combine work with study 

and other non-economic activities (ILO, 2001).  

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO, 2000), the worst forms of 

child labor include: 

A. All forms of slavery or practices analogous to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking 

of children, debt bondage, servitude, forced or compulsory labour, including forced or 

compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; 

B. Use, demand, and provide children for the purposes of prostitution, pornography, or 

sexual performance; 

C. The use, recruitment and supply of children for illicit activities, in particular the 

production and trafficking of narcotic drugs as defined in relevant international 

treaties; 

D. Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to 

adversely affect the health, safety and morals of children. 

 

In view of the above picture, the ILO states that this type of work represents a threat 

and danger to these children, not least the consequences that it can have on their lives, as 

(ILO, 2001): 

A. Exposure to physical, emotional or sexual abuse;  

B. Acting underground and underwater, at dangerous heights or in confined 

environments; 

C. Using dangerous machinery, equipment, tools or transporting heavy objects;  

D. working in an unhealthy environment or being exposed to dangerous substances, 

agents or processes, or exposure to temperatures or levels of noise and vibration 

that are harmful to health; 

E. Acting in difficult conditions, such as long hours, at night or that prevent the daily 

return to your home. 

 

Thus, all these types of exposures and conditions that end up violating children's 

human rights of the Statute of the Child and Adolescent (ECA) are exposed to various 

degrees of violence situations (BRASIL, 1990). 
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ASYNCHRONOUS ACTIVITY 

In this chapter, he contextualized the various typologies of violence, their definitions 

and essential characteristics. As healthcare professionals, it is crucial that you consider not 

only the clinical aspects, but also the social and emotional contexts. The analysis of the 

case study by Amar and Sekula (2015) leads to reflect on the impact of violence on the 

experience of people in situations of violence. This reflection is essential to improve 

communication and welcoming skills, allowing for more conscious and responsible action in 

scenarios where violence influences the health and well-being of individuals. 

 

CASE STUDY REFLECTION: ELDER ABUSE 

"Patient, female, 82 years old, presenting with shoulder pain after a fall. She walks 

with the help of supervision and is accompanied by her daughter. The patient said she lived 

alone, but her daughter helped her with some daily activities. From her appearance, she 

looked fragile. His clothes are not clean and dirt can be seen under his nails, making it 

understood that it was due to a fall at home. During the physical evaluation, the patient 

remained relatively still, without making eye contact or speaking. On clinical/physical 

evaluation, she had some areas of redness and bruising on her upper extremities and 

trunk. When asked about the bruises, the daughter repeated that her mother was a little 

unstable and prone to falls. The daughter also said that her mother is well taken care of and 

has never fallen before. She also takes care of her family, including three children, and 

works as a full-time teacher." 

"This scenario describes a possible case of abuse. Although after a fall at home, the 

patient's appearance is expected. In this case, the daughter seemed to be taking care of 

her mother and the Nursing did not find anything unusual. The elderly patient's poor health 

may have been the cause of her fall, but it may also be related to chronic neglect, leading to 

malnutrition and dehydration." 
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